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Student Senators Needed 

Applications are now available for 1998-99 Student Senate posi- 
tions. They may be picked up from Becky Evans in llie Office of 
Student Life, or from a current senate member. Applications are 
due April 24, 1998. 

Campus Events Hotline 

Call the Avila College main number at 942-H4CX) and dial 1 for till 
die latest informadon about activities, programs, sporting events, 
cancellations, and much more. 

Dust off diose Dresses 

The 1998 Avila College Spring Formal will be held Friday, April 
17, 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. at die Kansas City Adam’s Mark Hotel. 
Admission and food are free; all beverages must be purchased 
through die cash bar. For more inl'ormadon, call die Office of 
Campus AcUvides at ext. 2226. 



The newest show in Thornhill Gallery is Manifestations by Betsy 
Debaul'er-Loss. The show will run from April 17-May 15. Call 
Thornhill Gallery at ext. 2309 for more details. 



The film Dating Rites: Cans Rape on Campus will be shown April 
14, at noon, in die Dallavis TV Studio. The film series is sponsored 
by the Women’s Studies Program, Student Life, and die 
Communication Program. 

Want to he a Writer? 

The Talon is looking for people interested in working on die news- 
paper next year. Writers, editors, photographers and production 
stall' are needed. See Steve Ililf in Dallavis Center for more infor- 
madon, ext. 2363. 



The second annual Spring Fling will be held April 13-18. 

Mon.- Music Therapy, Barefoot Room, noon 
Tucs.- Big wheel races. Quad, noon 

T’ai Chi Ch’uan, Dance Studio, 3:304:30 p.m. 
Professional Golf Lessons, Minor Park golf course, 4-5 
p.m. Call 2268 to reserve a spot. 

Weds.- Volleyball, Quad, noon-3 p.m. 

Tliurs.- Student Appreciation Lunch for ALL Avila Students, 
Marian Center Dining Room, 1 1:30 a.m.-L(X) p.m. 

T’ai Chi Ch’uan class, Dance Studio, 3:304:30 p.m. 
Professional golf lessons, Minor Park golf course, 4-5 
p.m. Call 2268 to reserve a spot. 

Fri.- Giveaways during sollball game, Zarda field, 2:30 p.m. 

Spring Formal, Adam’s Mark Hotel, 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 

Sat.- Giveaways during baseball game, Zarda Field, 1:00 p.m. 



Michael Rudd, a member of die Titanic Historical Society, will 
speak Tuesday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m. in Whitfield Center. 
Admission is $5 for adults, $2 for students. Refreshments will lie 
served. 



Six-week class free to all Avila students, faculty, staff and their 
families. Class will be held Monday and Tuesday, 3:304:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, 9-10 p.m., Wednesday, 7-8 p.m. Call ext. 2268 for more 
information. 



Advanced Video Class 
to Immortalize Circus 



■ Ray Nastasc: 
Friend, Soccer 
Player, Student 
pages 6-7 



■ Despite Mother 
Nature, die Lady 
Eagles softball team 
keeps rolling, 
page 12 
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mats.” 

The audio portion of die video 
will include a student narrator 
and lively, eircus-typc music. 

Meade estimates die project 
will save die bene- 
fit association 
money while pro- 
viding an excellent 
real-life opportuni- 
ty for students. “If 
diey had hired a 
crew dial came in 
and did this, I 
would estimate it 
would eost 

between $8,000 
and $12,000 for a 
professional orga- 
nization," Meade 
said. 

Gary Wait, 
redred sergeant for die Kansas 
City, Missouri, Police 
Department and business man- 
ager for die associadon, said he 
expects die video will be very 
helpful in promoting die circus 
in years to come. “We’ll show it 
to some groups to get diem 
interested in coming to die cir- 
cus,” he said. “We give away 
more dian 9, (XX) uckets for two 
shows— dial makes 1 8, (X)0 
tickets in all. It’s a great family 
show.” 



Nick Petelin: 
Nursing’s Macho Man 
page 2 



If you happen to see a video 
advertising the next Police 
Circus, it probably was made by 
students in 
Avila’s 
advanced video 
class. 

The class, 
taught by Avila 
instructor Ben 
Meade, is mak- 
ing die circus 
video for the 
Police Benefit 
Association of 
Kansas City, 

Missouri. The 
association will 

use die video to 
promote its annual free circus 
for people with physical, mental 
and economic disadvantages. 

A handful of Avila students 
spent several days on locadon at 
diis year’s Police Circus. They 
were taping dieir video called 
Circus to Remember. Ryan 
Glasgow, junior, is direedng die 
video; die pnxlucer is Jennifer 
Homedale, senior; and Sedi 
Boyer, freshman, is die editor. 
Other Avila students wrote the 
script and captured images on 



videotape and 16-millimeter 
motion picture film. 

According to Glasgow, die 
finished video will be fast- 
paced and full of exciung circus 
scenes. “The purpose is to give 



a behind-die-scenes hxik at die 
people and processes diat go 
into putfing togedier die PBA 
circus,” he said. “We filmed 
basically every act diey had.” 
The mixed-media approach of 
using bodi tape and film is a 
popular contemporary device to 
increase visual interest in 
video, Meade said. “When you 
use multiple formats, you are 
constantly stimulating die 
viewer widi some new visual 
because of die changing for- 



Biology Department Soon 
Able to Study Grasslands 



by THERESA HANKY 

Contributing Writer 

Avila is donating an approxi- 
mate 40 meter square of grass- 
land to its Biology/Ecology 
Department. According 
to biology professor Bob 
Powell, the grasslands 
will provide a natural 
setting in which students 
can conduct studies. 

The grasslands is lott- 
ed on die Wornall side of 
die campus near die multipur- 
pose field. The students will 
break die plots into two compa- 
rable sites in which they can 
compare changes and growth 
patterns. 

One of die areas will not be 



mowed unfil die 1998 fall sea- 
son, and die second area will 
continue to be mowed dirough- 
out die spring and will stop in 
die summer of 1998. This will 
allow die areas one year differ- 



ence in growdi. This project 
will give students an insight 
into die natural process of evo- 
ludon. 

“It’s gonna look ugly for a 
while, like a weed patch," 
Powell said, but he noted dial 



signs will be posted to alert 
people dial a study is going on. 

This is a low cost project and 
is being done purely for die 
educational benefit it offers 
intro biology and ecology stu- 
dents. It provides 
an opportunity for 
first year students to 
get hands-on experi- 
ence, as well as to 
learn techniques on 
gathering and ana- 
lyzing data. On 
April 18, die faculty will attend 
a special session of die Annual 
Missouri Academy of Science 
to talk about how to introduce 
this low cost, low impact inves- 
tigadve unit into biology class- 
es. 



“It's gonna look ugly for 
a while, like a weed 
patch/' 

-Bob Powell 
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Student Leaders Chosen Nursing’s Macho Man 

by LAURA K. HARRIS forms, they had an interview 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

The newest leaders for die 
residence halls have been 
chosen. The Resident 
Assistants (RAs) for die 1998- 
99 school year are Julie 
Klutsarits, 



"...we had an 
absolutely fantastic 
applicant pool." 



Anna-Lisa _ W 6 
Criswell. 

m Mid^y absolutely 

££ a pp |icant s 

J.R. Fry, 
a n d 

Terrell Tigner. Klutsarits ;md 
Criswell were RAs diis past 
year, while die odier four are 
new. 

The process for determining 
die new RAs began by asking 
iliis year’s RAs if diey wanted 
to return. If so, their interview 
process took place before die 
positions were advertised. The 
1997-98 RA staff consists of 
Julie Klutsarits, Anna-Lisa 
Criswell, Chris Ervin, Shane 
Sands, Therese Cox, and Doug 
Harris. 

“We advertised die positions 
heavily, and had an absolutely 
fantastic applicant pool. We got 
to be very choosy diis lime,” 
Blake Fry, resident director 
(RD) of Carondelct Hall, said. 

Part of the application 
consisted of essay questions 
about how applicants would 
improve campus life, what diey 
want to accomplish, and how 
diey would incorporate odier 
cdinic and racial groups into 
these activities. 

After applicanLs filled out tiieir 



lonns, they had an interview 
with Carolyn Coon, a present 
RA, and eidier Fry or Barb 
Remsburg, resident director of 
Ridgway Hall. 

The interview process was 
slightly different from years 
past. “We didn’t really dwell on 

case studies 

ad an or p rctend 

situations," 

fantastic F r y 

explained. 

aol." “ Wc arc 

around most 
-Blake Fry of Uicsc 

people every 
day and see diem in action. Wc 
were more interested in asking 
about their leadership style, 
motivation, and plans for 
action.” 

Fry said dial die decision was 
very tough, and diey were 
choosing between a lot of 
campus leaders coming from a 
wide variety of organizations 
and backgrounds. 

“We had people who currendy 
don’t live in die residence halls 
but are active in campus apply.” 

After die interviews were held, 
Remsburg, Fry and die 97-98 
RAs met and evaluated the 
applicants. All die input was 
Qien taken to Carolyn Coon, 
who is responsible for the 
ultimate hiring. Coon followed 
the recommendations of the 
current RDs and RAs. 

“We are confident dial next 
year will be great for the 
residence hall widi people like 
this doing die job. This year’s 
stal l' was great and of course we 
will miss them, but next year 
looks bright,” Fry said. 



Find out what’s happening at Avila College by 
calling the Campus Events Hotline!! 

Call 942-8400 and dial 1 for all the latest 
information about: 

- activities 

- programs 

- sporting events 

- cancellations, and 

much more. 



1998-1999 

Student 

Senate 
Applications 
are now available. 
They may be picked up 
from Becky in the Office of 
Student Life. 
Applications are due 
April 24, 1998 



Spring Formal 
'98 

The Kansas City 
Adam's Mark Hotel 

1-70 and Blue Ridge 

Cutoff 

Friday, April 17th 
8pm- 1am 
Admission is free 



Earn 

$750-$1 500/WEEK 

Raise all the money your student group needs 
by sponsoring a VISA Fundraiser on your 
campus. No investment 8i very little time 
needed. There's no obligation, so why not call 
for information today. 

Call 1-800-323-8454 Ext. 95 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

It started off as a tough internal 
struggle. “No, I can’t go into 
diat; I’m too macho,” junior 
Nick Petelin thought. Pelelin 
had just finished die first 
semester of his sophomore 
year as a pre-med major, and, 
in his words, “blew away my 
GPA." | 

Petelin talked to his adviser I 
and told him he knew he ! 
wanted to stay in die healdi | 
eare field. Alter diinking I 
alxiut his options over winter 1 
break, he decided to stay as a 1 
pre-med major. One week into 9 
the semester he decided ■ 
differently. 

“I was looking through a I 
book, and I found this tiling S 
called a ‘Nurse Anesdietist’ m 
and I diought, hey, I originally jgj 
wanted to go into surgery; diis g 
could lie for me," Petelin said. 

A nurse ancsdieusl works in 
the operating room 
administering anesthetics, 
monitoring pain and vital signs, 
and watching Uie 

hemodynamics of the patient. 
Pelelin again talked to his 
adviser, and decided to get his 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 
and dien go on to get his 
master’s in diis field. “It’s a 
really hard program to not only 
find, but to get into,” Petelin 
said. 

Petelin explained how his 
class is in a bit of a different 
situation from the odier nursing 
classes. ‘The class in front of us 
is in the old book, the class after 
us will be in the new book. We 
kind of get it all.” 

So far, Petelin has completed 
two clinicals and is working on 
his third. The first one was in 
the Psych/Mental Health 
Department. Usually, there are 
two clinicals going on at once 
and the class is split. However, 
last semester only the 
Psych/Mental Health clinical 
was offered, so the class split 
and rotated. “We would have 
three weeks on, then four weeks 
off. While my group and I were 



off, die odier half of die class 
was doing die clinical,” Petelin 
said. 

“I’m really glad that we did the 
Psych/Mental Healdi rotation 
first. It was very interesting to 
come into. Also, I’m glad we 


















photo by Brian Stuckey 

did il first 

because I learned a lot of 
communication skills dial will 
help me throughout my entire 
nursing career and die rest of 
my clinicals,” Petelin said. 

This semester, however, dierc 
are two clinicals going on. They 
are Maternity and Med/Surg. 

The class divides in two, and 
each group takes a rotauon on 
the different clinical. “When 
the clinicals arc being done 
concurrendy, your life is nuts! I 
used to laugh when I asked 
nursing students how the 
program was and they said it 
was time-consuming. Now 1 
know what they meant,” Petelin 
said. 

Petelin recently completed the 
Maternity clinical, and he says 
it was difficult, but still a great 
learning experience. “It was 
sort of uncomfortable. The last 
day I was actually there for a 
birth, and you know, you've got 
to think, if you were having a 
baby would you want a nursing 
student, much less a guy 
nursing student, taking care of 
you?” Petelin said. 

This week, Petelin started on 
the Med/Surg. rotadon and he is 



looking forward to dial, 
because it is more what he 
wanLs to do. 

Petelin also works at St. 
Joseph Hospital in the 
Emergency Room. Pelelin 
realized dial in order to succeed 
in die nursing field, he needed 
' to really get moving. “My 
dad told me about this job 
opening diey had in die ER, 
and so I called die nurse 
manager in the ER. She 
basically told me I needed to 
get furdicr in my nursing 
education,” Petelin said. 

Petelin did not give up 
easily, however, and he kept 
calling her to find out about 
openings. The nurse manager 
at St. Joseph told him he 
needed to get further in his 
schooling, and it would be 
helpful if he already worked 
at die hospital. Petelin began 
working as a Patient Services 
Associate (PSA). 

“It was not a lot of fun,” 
Petelin said. “I cleaned rooms, 
toilets, administered diets;* it 
was really not what 1 wanted to 
get into. I don’t ever want to be 
a floor nurse, but I was so sick 
of my job as a PSA that I 
applied to be a Patient Care 
Associate (PCA) on die floor. I 
had an interview set up widi die 
nurse manager on die iloor. On 
die same day as my interview, I 
called die nurse manager in the 
ER in a last ditch effort to sec if 
she had any jobs open. Finally 
she did.” 

Petelin loves working at die 
ER. When asked to explain a 
typical night, he laughed. 
“Sometimes it’s Laceration 
Heaven, Cardiac City, or 
Broken Bones — it really varies. 
No night is ever the same. You 
always have to be on your 
toes,” Petelin said. 

At this point, Petelin does not 
know what the future holds. He 
may go on for his master’s, go 
to medical school, or begin 
working full-time. But one 
thing is for sure. Whatever the 
future holds, Petelin feels Avila 
will have him well prepared for 
all his future endeavors. 



Summer Lovin’ at the Adam’s Mark 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

Not sure if you will ever wear 
the bridesmaid dress again? Or 
how about your prom dress? Or 
that lie that looked so cool in 
die store but is just too dressy 
for dinner at Applebcc’s and a 
movie? 

The Student Union Board 
(SUB) has the answer to this 
dilemma. Avila College Spring 
Formal 1998 will be held 
Friday, April 17, 8:00 p.m. -1:00 
a.m. at die Kansas City Adam’s 
Mark Hotel in the Grand 
Ballroom. Spring Formal will 
take place during the week of 
Spring Fling. 

In preparing for the big event, 
SUB had quite a bit of work to 
do. “All of us on SUB had a 
hotel and banquet calling day, 



where we called any listed in 
the Yellow Pages. We started 
looking at the ones wc could 
afford,” Blake Fry, adviser to 
SUB and resident director of 
Carondelct Hall, said. 

SUB decided to go with the 
Adam’s Mark because it had 
the nicest ballroom by far, 
according to Fry. In addidon, 
the Adam’s Mark was much 
more flexible about cost. 
Because of the hard work to 
find the best place for die best 
price, admission and food are 
free. As an added bonus, 
everyone dial is 21 and over 
will receive free admission to 
Quincy’s, the nightclub located 
in die Adam’s Mark Hotel. 

The theme for the week of 
Spring Fling is “Summer 
Lovin’.” However, SUB is not 
sticking striedy with this theme 



for the formal. “Like Longview 
Farms (where Homecoming 
was held), the Adam’s Mark is 
so gorgeous, you don’t want to 
clutter it widi a lot of 
decorations," Fry said. “The 
staff at die Adam’s Mark is 
going to do a great job 
decorating in purple and gold, 
and it should prove to be a very 
elegant evening.” 

Admission and food arc free, 
but all beverages must be 
purchased at die cash bar. 
DirecUons and a map to die 
Adam’s Mark Hotel can be 
picked up at the Office of 
Student Life. 

“To let you know how excited 
students are, I have talked to 10 
people from Carondelet Hall 
who have already gone dress 
shopping. What a great use for 
your prom dress!” Fry said. 
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International Student 

Spotlight: 

Too Shy for the Spotlight 



by MARY E. LOPEZ 

Staff Writer 

Satomi Ishikawa loves to be 
behind the camera, but not in 
front of it. Ishikawa is a junior 
communication student from 
Nagoya, Japan. When she was 
told dial The Talon wanted to 

write an article 

on her, she shyly 
asked, “Why 
me?” 

Ishikawa 
continued to say 
that tli ere are 



does what she says, and she 
docs it on time,” Meade said. 
He also expressed the fact that 
Ishikawa writes English better 
than most Americans. 

This is Ishikawa’s third year 
in America. She says she came 
to America to help broaden her 
education. “Since the day 1 got 



impressive 
international zm 

students at Zm 

Avila. She could //s-~ 

not understand 
why she should 
be in the 
spotlight. 

Amanda Nedrud, Ishikawa’s 
friend, said that Ishikawa never 
thinks anything she does is 

good enough. “She’s a 

perfectionist,” Nedrud said, 
“and she’s good.” 

Nedrud works side-by-side 
with Ishikawa on various video 
projects. Nedrud said Ishikawa 
has a good eye and likes to get 
(lie job done right. 

Ishikawa is also an excellent 
writer. Some of her articles 
have been featured in The 
Talon. 

Laura Harris, editor-in-chief, 
said diat Ishikawa is a skilled 
writer, who really knows her 
stuff. “Satomi would hand me 
an article and say, ‘Here, edit.’ 

I would hand it back without a 
mark on it.” 

Ishikawa’s advanced video 
instructor, Ben Meade, says 
that Ishikawa is a model 
student for Americans. “She 




photo by Brian Stuckey 

here, everyone has been very 
helpful and nice.” 

Ishikawa says dial America is 
exactly die way she thought it 
would be. What she misses 
most about Japan is the food. 
Ishikawa is currently working 
on a corporate video to 
promote Avila College to 
prospective international 
students. She has just 
completed die script, and will 
be shooting and editing die 
piece in a few weeks. 

On April 4, Harris attended 
the Missouri College Media 
Association newspaper 
awards. Ishikawa was awarded 
an Honorable Mention for an 
entertainment review she 
wrote in spring of 1997. 

With accomplishments such 
as these to her credit, it is no 
wonder Ishikawa deserves to 
shine in the spotlight. 



Two Sides of Birth Control 



by MOMO YAMAMURO 

Contributing Writer 

Birdi control pills have many 
advantages, including the fact 
that it is believed to be at least 
99 percent effeedve in 
prevendng pregnancy. 

However, as with all 
contraceptives, there are some 
risk factors with die pill. 

“I sometimes feel uneasy 
about taking die pill,” a 
freshman at Avila College, who 
asked not to be named, said, 
“because it works in my body, 
unlike a condom.” She has 
taken die pill since last March, 
but even now she wants to have 
more information about die pill 
and its effects. “It is said to be 
99 percent effective, but I 
sometimes diink about die rest 
of one percent” she said. “But 
if die pill had some bad effects, 
my doctor couldn’t give it to 
me.” She said she trusts her 
doctor. 

According to Methods of Birth 
Control, published by Service 



Holt Credits Avila for Aiding his Work 



of Private Line, in a given year 
only one of 300 women taking 
the pill correcdy will become 
pregnant. This shows how 
effective the pill is, but many 
women arc worried by the one 
percent and its negative side 
effects. 

“There are some slight side 
effects such as nausea, 
headaches, or mood changes,” 
the student said, “but they 
usually don’t linger.” She said 
she had never heard about 
serious side effects of the pill. 
“But I’ve heard smokers should 
not take it” she said. Smoking 
increases the chance of blood 
clots or strokes for women on 
die pill. Also, women who 
have high blood pressure or 
who arc over 35 arc at higher 
risk for heart problems. 

An academic instructor at 
Avila said she went off die pill 
because she was a smoker. “I 
started to take die pill when I 
was 21, but I quit taking it when 
I was 29,” she said. “I was a 
smoker at that rime, but I was 



by KEVIN LUJIN 

Alumni Writer 

Travis Holt, a biological 
researcher at Monsanto, feels 
dial an Avila education gave 
him a sound base to _______ 

excel in die biomedical 
fields in bodi industry 
and graduate school. 

Holt a 1995 Avila I 
graduate, considered 
several different schixils mSEp 
before concluding Avila Wjy 
was die right one for W 
him. His list was I 
narrowed to the fe. 
University of Missouri- . 
Columbia (MU), St. Hisi 
Louis University, Travis 

Culver-Slockton College, meclia 
Southern Illinois 

University- Edwardsville 
(SIU), and Avila. 

He chose Avila for diree 
reasons. Avila’s location, 
student-teacher ratio, and 

adilelic department all appealed 
to Holt. 

“I wanted to get away from 
home and play baseball,” Holt 
said. “I liked the size. Avila was 
more manageable for me (dian 
SIU or MU).” 

Holt chose biology as his 
major with an emphasis in a 
pre-medical school curriculum. 
The instructors diat helped most 
during his four years at Avila 
were Dr. Robert Powell, Dr. 
Diane Bell, Dr. Stephen 
Daggett, and Dr. Mark 
Seelbindcr. “All of Seelbinder’s 
classes were by la r some of ilie 
best. He could make ballet 
interesting,” Holt said. 

He cited Dr. Larry Sullivan as 
an influence as well. “I never 
had Dr. Sullivan in a class, but 
as an adviser he helped me a 
lot,” Holt said. 

Holt’s aedvilies were not 
confined to the classroom while 
at Avila. He excelled on the 
baseball field, earning 
Freshman of the Year award 
and was captain of die team his 
senior season. 

Holt worked for the athledc 
department, compiling starisrics 
and keeping the time for 
basketball games. Holt also was 
a Dean’s List honoree several 
semesters while serving as the 

very aware that taking the pill 
absolutely had a risk for 
smokers.” She said she realized 
it by having much information 
about the pill from newspapers, 
magazines, and doctors. “The 
pill is the best way to prevent 
pregnancy and is totally 
convenient,” she said, “but it 
has no effect on any sexually 
transmitted diseases.” 

Sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), such as chlamydia and 
AIDS, are spreading at an 
epidemic rate. According to 
STDs, published by Krames 
Communications, over 25 
STDs have been identified and 
they are gaining on us despite 
efforts at treatment and 
prevendon. They can cause 
major problems, causing 
sterility, damage to unborn 
children, and even death. STDs 



president of die Avila College 
Medical Society and die 

Student Senator for the 

NAHSM Department. 

All of diis work culminated in 
a bachelor’s degree in biology 



w~m 

ST-i 
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Holt, Class of ’95, compares two tubes of 
and culture during research. 

photo courtesy Kevin Lujin 

for Holt in May of 1995. field,’ 

Holt's decision to change his b.S. 
career direction made his won' l 

transition from Avila to work job (; 
and graduate school difficult. Ho 

“I didn’t do any research diat co-wi 
was remotely close (to my degre 

present locus),” Holt said. p 

“And diat wasn’t Avila’s fault. supei 

They were just starting where 0 tie I 
they wanted dieir seniors to do and d 
research.” Univi 

Holt said Avila’s education } 

prepared him for die rigors of inter: 

graduate schixil. “It did give me valua 

a good foundation in die slude 

sciences, especially chemistry,” defin 

Holt said. inten 

Holt aspires to eventually Hoi 

become a medical doctor, couli 

possibly selecting pediatrics as “Son 

his specialty. Huh said Avila aI|( j 

helped him achieve these goals. necei 

Holt said, “(Dr. Larry) Sullivan (q c h r 

pointed me in the right .j 

direction.” | , . 

While finishing his masters j 

work, Holt is working full-time 
at Monsanto on diabetes 
research. 

Holt compared and contrasted 
his experiences widi industry 
versus diose in academia. can 

“Money doesn’t become an rc * at 

object (at Monsanto),” Holt P mlc 

said. “If you have the choice of Th 
spending $100 on a tool that * n a d 
will require three weeks of the : 

labor, while another tool that him 

costs $10,000 will do it in three the v 

days, Monsanto will give you plea; 

the $10,000 every time. cduc 

are a fact of life. coun 

Carol Frevert, director of said 

Health and Child Services at as 1 1 

Avila, said the most negative said, 

side of the pill is that it does not level 

protect against sexually if shi 

transmitted diseases. “The pill she t 

is easy to use and effective for a coi 

women, but 1 think using a she t 

condom is a better way to to gi 

protect oneself from the rely 

diseases," she said. “Condoms 

are not foolproof, but they are i in I* 

usually effective.” 8° 

Frevert also said recognizing WuI1 

correct directions for the use of s * 10u 

the pill is an important matter. a P* 1 

nece 

The pill has to be taken at die 

• , , , cond 

same rime everyday whether or .jj ( 

not one has sex because it is the «y 0 i 

day-by-day action of die pills ma j. ( 

diat protects from pregnancy. j iave 

The above-mentioned student CX pj 

said she missed taking the pill pill i 



When discussing academia, 
Holt said, “The push to get 
data out for grant renewal is 
overwhelming." Holt 

concluded, “I prefer industry. 

Y ou cai make more of a name 
for yourself in 

!g|||| academia is so 
cutdiroat while you 
|||||S work more as a lean in 

b fjp Holt emphasized die 
ini portance o I 
education and rcal- 
«•.— world experience when 
3 offering some advice to 
j|||p present-day Avila 
stut ] cnls "When you’re 
’ of a sophomore or junior 
, you should find summer 

nn Lujm J 

employment in your 
field," Holt said. “Just having a 
B.S. in biology or chemistry 
won’t be enough to gel you die 
job (tiller school)." 

Holt said virtually all of his 
co-workers have master’s 
degrees. 

His two immediate 
supervisors have doctorates; 
one from Harvard University 
and die odier from Washington 
University. 

Holt also believes an 
internship would provide 
valuable experience for Avila 
students. That would have 
definitely helped,” Holt said of 
interning at a company. 

Holt believes such a program 
could help current students. 
“Something should be set up-' 
and not something that 
necessarily involves going to 
Nebraska and picking up 
snails,” Holt said. “Widi all die 
hospiUils in die area, I can’t 
believe something can’t be 
established widi a lab.” 

Overall, Holt believes 
receiving his education at 
Avila was a wise choice. “You 
can establish a good 
relationship with your 
professors,” Holt said. 

This characteristic of Avila, 
in addition to die foundation in 
the sciences Avila provided 
him for graduate school and 
the workplace, has made Holt 
pleased with receiving his 
education at Avila. 

countless times. “My doctor 
said it is okay to take it as soon 
as I remember if I miss it,” she 
said, “because my hormone 
level remains steady.” She said 
if she misses two days in a row, 
she takes bodi pills. “But I use 
a condom together if I miss it,” 
she said. “I’m very careful not 
to get pregnant even diough I 
rely on die pill very much." 

Frevert said die most 
important thing lor women is to 
go to die clinic regularly. 
Women who are on die pill 
should see the doctor and have 
a physical once a year. “It is 
necessary to know your 
condition when you are on the 
pill or start taking it,” she said. 
“You need to see die doctor to 
make sure dial you will not 
have any side effects and to 
explain your need for taking the 
pill regularly.” 







President Larry Kramer sets the stage for Mayor 
Emmanuel Cleaver 
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Culture Exchange is 

Understanding One Another 



replied, “1 know you all have 
had an uncomfortable meal 
because I sat here. And 1 am 
sorry.” We totally understood 
his words and felt sorry too, but 
still could not come up widi a 
response in English. Interaction 
is more dian silling together in 
the cafeteria. 1( is understanding 
each other even widi limited 
communication. 

On my third trip to Disney 
World, I went not for the 
picture with Pooh which I 
wanted the first time nor for die 
fireworks which had astonished 
me die second time. 1 went for 
an understanding of American 
culture. 1 expected to be 
inspired by the power of a 
dream; to believe dial anybody 
can fly high enough to be 
somebody; to appreciate Wall 
Disney’s words — “Our greatest 
natural resource is the mind of 
our children.” ! also went to 
search for what makes America 
great — its people and dieir 
vision. 

I have die opportunity at 
understanding because 1 started 
to learn English its a toddler and 
I have stayed in America to see 
for myself. Most importantly, I 
have been understood since my 
first struggle to speak English. 
Experiencing culture exchange 
is not just naming a food, 
tasting a flavor, or speaking a 
foreign language. It is 
understanding one another. 



the American audience and 
realized why Americans did not 
hide their excitement and why 
diey could not wail to express 
it. Then I heard my dad whisper 
to Mom, “Our daughter has 
already become half 
American!” From dien on, 
every time I stay up late or 
drink ice water on a cold day, 
my parents always say, “She 
acts just like Americans.” 

When 1 go dirough the serving 
line in die cafeteria, I often 
cannot name die food I want. I 



bv MARIA I,U 



Contributing Writer 



1 still remember my first week 
of ESL (English as a Second 
Language) class. When we 
were asked whedier we had 
ever spoken English to 
American students and how 
was dorm life, one of us 
complained Americans turned 
dieir music too loud all die 
time. Then die teacher replied 
that American students said 
international students always 
cooked something and it 
strange smell was all over the 
kitchen. These are fair 
statements for first impressions 
but here are die reasons. 

Compared with people in the 
rest of the world, Americans 
enjoy plenty of space and live 
in big houses. So they need a 
louder volume to be heard. 
When Americans meet friends, 
Lhcy cannot wait to gel closer to 
say in and share what is going 
on. 

For intemabonal students far 
away from home, an easy way 
to comfort dieir homesickness 
and loneliness is to eixik home 
dishes ;uid enjoy themselves. 
International students also 
welcome and show friendliness 
to newcomers by cooking for 
them. 

While enjoying Christmas 
carols on my first Christmas 
Eve in America, I was so 
moved dial 1 applauded with 



have a hard time remembering 
cauliflower is white and 
broccoli is green or saying peas 
and beans right. But die 
cafeteria people usually 
understiuid my difficulties and 
help me out. I will never forget 
saying french fries after I was 
served one single fry. 

The first mid only ume, as far 
as I know, dial Dr. Kramer 
came to sit widi international 
students in die cafeteria, all of 
us became silent. Everybody at 
die table searched for English 
words to say, but not a 
complete sentence came to 
mind. Then somebody broke 
die silence but just could not 
keep die conversation going. 
We all finished the meal 
quietly. Finally one student 
said, “Excuse me, I have to 
leave for class.” Dr. Kramer 



Dr. Carlos Cortez shared his many experiences 
with the Avila community 



Top left: 

Dotty Hamilton leads a 
discussion about Hairpiece: A 
Film for Nappy-headed People 



Left: 

The cultural exchange was a 
great opportunity to sample 
food while cramming for a test 
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Harmony Week 1998 



OPINIO 












by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-In-Chief 



Bui the success of a week such 
as lli is cannot be measured in a 
quantitative analysis, a ratio of 
tiiose who participated versus 
those who did not, or on- 
campus students compared to 
commuter students. 

The success of Harmony 
Week can only be measured 
without numbers, as a critical 
examination of how those who 
participated were affected by 
the week. 

And perhaps, it is equally 
important to realize die impact 
of such a week on those that 
were unable to participate. 
Many people were not able to 
make it to any of die events dial 
week, but it speaks volumes 
about Avila simply to know 
dial die college sponsored a 
week like diis, and put the 
Avila community value of 
“diversity and its expression" 
into everyday practice. 



Avila College held its first 
Harmony Week March 23-26. 
The week had been carefully 
planned to present activities 
and speakers to help broaden 
Lhe minds of the campus and 
community at large of die 
continuing importance of 
diversity. President Larry 
Kramer and die muld-cullural 
committee spent close to a year 
planning, scheduling and 
envisioning the week. 

Perhaps what should speak 
most is not die week itself, but 
the tremendous work put in by 
all committee members. 

In an interview, prior to die 
week, widi The Talon, Kramer 
suited dial he had given diis 
week top priority, and spoke of 
his desire for die week to be 
successful. 



President Larry Kramer welcomes Mayor Emmanuel Cleaver. 



Right: 

Students from all cultures had a great time. 



The Cultural Exchange was a chance for faculty, staff and The Choirs of Congregation Beth Shalom and Kehilath 

students to mingle. Israel displayed their vocal talent Monday evening. 



Left: 

Larry Kramer and Don Faurot 
sample the variety of dishes. 
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F RIEND 



Why Ray? 

God musl have had his reasons. 

Why Ray? 

Death is part of life, just like the changing of the seasons. 
Why Ray? 

He was always the first one to smile and laugh. 

Why Ray? 

WiLhout him around, this place feels less full than half. 
Why Ray? 

We will probably never know. 

Why Ray? 

Until we see him again, our anticipation will grow. 



Ray, we miss you. 



Jesse Nichols 



S upport and spirit at our basketball games were oftentimes 
scarce, but we always knew when Ray was around. 

Whether he was painted in gold and purple from head to toe or 
heckling the referees, he always got everyone else enthused and 
involved. Our team sparked off his energy and we'll be 
eternally grateful. We miss ya Ray! 



Kari Donnell 



A Friend 

These days have been such lonely days 
And time has moved so slow 
Since I lost a great friend 
That 1 thought I’d always know. 

Sometimes I wonder 
If there was more for me to say 
But 1 turned my back 
And he forever went away. 

I 

I still hear his voice 
And wonder what he would say 
If he saw all of us hurting 
And grieving for him today. 

Any time I’m feeling sad 
I just close my eyes 
And I see him right beside me 
| And I come to realize 

I will always have the memories 
Each moment that we shared 
And remember all the happy times 
When I knew he truly cared. 

I’ll never forget his classroom pranks 
And the pink shorts he wore 
But when it comes down to it 
I know he was so much more. 

He was more than the jokester 
That 1 originally met 

He was thoughtful, courageous and gave advice 
That 1 never will forget. 

As the years go by 
And 1 move on my way 
I know we’ll be united 
In glory someday. 

But until that day arrives 
When I can stand next to him again 
I will be content just knowing 
That Ray was truly a friend. 

Mindy Corder 
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My Boyfriend, 

Not only was Ray a loving boyfriend to me, but also a best friend. 
The experiences that I shared with him will be remembered for the rest of 
my life. He made me laugh and smile like no one has ever before. His 
smile always lit up the room of anything he did. I will never forget his 
willingness to help anyone and everyone he possibly could. He didn’t 
have just one best friend but a variety of friends from a variety of 
cultures. Ray always lived his life day by day and never look the next 
day for granted. I love Ray with all of my heart and that place in my 
heart will always be there. We never need to forget Ray and all of the 
joy he brought to everyone’s lives. 

Kelly Umscheid 



/vs I sit here thinking of something to write about Ray, 1 think of the 
countless things that could be said of him. A good friend. A true playa. An 
unselfish, mischievous, cvcr-vocal person who was the spirit of the dorms. 

A person who brought along positive energy wherever he went; a man 
whose beaming smile and vibrant style made us all beneficiaries of his 
company, all fortunate to be a part of his life. My heart goes out to his 
parents and family, to his girlfriend, Kelly — it is their loss that is the 
greatest. Ray has gone to a far belter place, but still we mourn. The lives 
he touched and the lives he would have touched have all lost here. We have 
lost one of our own. 

And although we will never hear his voice again, he is spoken for by 
many. Spoken loud the way he would want it. YOU WERE THE BEST, 
RAY. REST IN PEACE. WE LOVE YOU. WE’LL MISS YOU. 

Ben Henry 



H omecoming King 



O ne of our first dates was to Macaroni Grill. We 
both got all dressed up, and for Ray that was a 
hig accomplishment. For everyone that knew him, he 
always wore his purple jean shorts and too short T- 
shirls for anything and everything. He was not 
materialistic at all. I picked him up at the dorms and 
he was holding a red rose for me. We waited to be 
seated at the restaurant for a little over an hour. That 
hour he made me smile and laugh just telling his 
many stories. We stayed and ale in the restaurant for 
over two hours just talking and laughing. In 
Macaroni Grill the servers sing for people upon 
request and Ray had one of the servers sing for me. 1 
was really embarrassed but it really touched my heart. 
Ray always touched my heart in unique ways. 1 
thank God that I got to know him for the amount of 
time I did. I enjoyed spending each second with him. 
1 will never forget my “King.” I will always love him. 



Student 



Kelly Umscheid 
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Thornhill Presents Its Own 



hy BRIAN STUCKEY 

Managing Editor 

Avila’s Thornhill Gallery has 
hosted several famous and less- 
er-known artists through die 
years. The most recent show in 
Thornhill Gallery included the 
work of three of Avila’s own 
seniors. Susie Phillips, Jessica 
Brice, and Michael Claypoot 
were the featured artists of the 
senior show. 

George Chrisman. the curator 
of Thornhill Gallery, said. 
“These are three of my favorite 
people. They're artists. They 
have minds of their own, which 
is very good. This is one of die 
best senior groupings we’ve 
had in a while. Their stuff flows 
together nicely.” 

The show included a wide 
variety of the artists’ works, 
showing off their many talents. 
It included oil, acrylic, 
and watercolor paintings, 
charcoal and pencil thaw- 
ings, sculptures, graphic 
designs, photography and 
pieces from other genres 
of art. Several of the 
artists’ pieces were avail- 
able for sale, with prices 
ranging upward to $800. 

Clay pool said, “1 think 
the show is great We’ve 
got a great cross-section 
of the three artists’ works.' 



The Senior Show was a chance 
for tiie graduating seniors to 
show their work ;uid to learn in 
a different setting. All of the 
works included in the show 
were done by die seniors, and 
they were in charge of hanging 
die show, doing planning, and 
advertising, 

“The senior exhibition is very 
typical in colleges offering 
degrees in art,” Susan Lawlor, 
director of Avila’s Art Pro- 
gran, said. “It helps span the 
gap between college and die 
real world. It encourages the 
student to gadier a body of 
work so they can sec what they 
have done over die last four 
years and how their work has 
progressed. They can tell where 
dieir work is at. 

“The show is good for expo- 
sure,” Lawlor said. “It lets 
Avila and die community know 
what die art 
department is 
doing and 
what kind of 
students 
we’re gradu- 
ating." 

“As an art 
major you 
have the 

option of 

doing a port- 
folio or a 
show,” Phillips said. “It gives 
you a great chance to learn what 



it’s like to do a show. It’s a 
great experience, but it’s kind 
of scary. It also gives you a 
chance to retrospect and look 
back over what you’ve done. 

“It took die ups and downs of 
life for me to develop the phi- 
losophy and courage to express 
myself through my art," 
Phillips said in her artist state- 
ment. “This experience has 
helped to form die arust 1 am at 




diis point. It is my goal to con- 
tinue my journey as a student of 
art, life, and spiritual growdi so 
I may encourage and teach odi- 
ers to use dieir talents and take 
diis incredible journey.” 
Ciaypool agreed diat doing die 
show is a great experience, but 
is also a little frightening. He 
said, “You’re laying your soul 
on die line for people to judge. 
Art to me is the way I express 



myself, all of my emotion and 
thoughts, things I can’t talk 
about to anyone can be laid on 
canvas. 

“My work is extremely per- 
sonal, and all of my works 
mean something found deep 
inside of me," Ciaypool said in 
his statement for die show. “1 
feel that the work I create 
should evoke some kind feel- 
ings or thought from die view- 
er.” 

The show opened on March 
27, wiLh an opening reception 
starting at 7:00 p in. “It was a 
marvelous opening.” Chris- 
inan said. “It was well attend- 
ed, diey had good comments 
on their work from friends, 
family, and sUangers ;uid each 
one of them sold work.” The 
show ran through the follow- 
ing Friday, April 3. 

“I diink this is one of the lop 
shows in my time at Avila,” 
graphic design major and pro- 
duction manager for The Talon 
Jessica Brice said. 

“I don’t want to brag on 
myself, but all direc of us are 
really gixid, and we presented 
ourselves well. The show went 
really, really well.” 

Ciaypool said, “This show was 
fabulous. We had a great 
turnout, and we got some terrif- 
ic comments. It was die culmi- 
nation of my college experi- 
ence.” 



All direc seniors were very 
positive about their rime at 
Avila and die opportunities diey 
have been given while here. 

“I’ve enjoyed being at Avila. 
You have a lot of individual 
contact widi the teachers," 
Ciaypool said. “Now I just want 
to do art for a living, whatever 
area it ends up being.” 

“1 am very grateful to George 
Chrisman for his constant guid- 




ance and encouragement. 
George believed in us when no 
one else did," Brice said. 

“I think Avila deserves credit 
for having this gallery and giv- 
ing die opportunity for die stu- 
dents to do diis,” Phillips said. 
“You learn a lot by doing your 
own show, and by seeing odier 
people’s work. The cducadonal 
experience has been great. You 
get to be creative, but you have 
guidance and you can get help 
from other .students.” 




Movie Review 



Primary Colors is Dull 



by LORI GI BSON 

Staff Writer 

The trashy 
tabloids 
meet die big 
screen! Sit- 
ting dirough 
the newly 
released 
movie, Pri- 
mary Col- 
ors, fell like reading die head- 
lines while standing in line at 
die grocery store. 

Today, everywhere we look, 
be it television, newspapers, or 
magazines, we are inundated 
widi poliucal problems. Prima- 
ry Colors is simply an exten- 
sion of the stuff we go to 
movies to escape. Unfortunate- 
ly, diis poliucal sadre falls far 
short of being real entertain- 
ment. 

An old saying reads, “More is 
belter.” I diink dial was what 
die producers of Primary Col- 
ors believed. 

This movie was full of big- 
name actors such as John Tra- 
volta, Emma Thompson and 
Billy Bob Thornton, but even 
diis cast couldn’t tum around a 
movie going nowhere. 

We learned all direc know how 
to use the word f***. And we 
learned John Travolta can do a 



pretty good impersonation of 
President Clinton. Travolta is a 
southern governor walking die 
road to die White House. Of 
course as his campaign intensi- 
fies, die dirty secrets start to 
surface. 

Let’s sec, there was one 
woman who claimed to have 
slept widi him, another who 
claimed to be carrying his baby, 
and of course die old criminal 
record from die teenage years. 
Emma Thompson stands strong 
as TravolUi’s wife and vehe- 
mently denies her husband’s 
affairs to die public, but hates 
him in private. She even has 
Hillary Clinton’s mannerisms 
down pat. 

Last, but not least, we have 
Thornton. He turned in a 
decent performance widi a role 
paralleling Janes Carvillc, a 
top notch Democratic political 
strategist. 

The challenge of being a gixxl 
movie reviewer is getting your 
attention, but not giving away 
the ending. Primary Colors 
made my job really easy. After 
about two aid a half hours of 
suffering, we decided it was 
time to go home. Therefore, 
your guess at die ending is as 
gixxl as mine, but 1 wouldn’t 
spend Ux> much dine worrying 
about it. 




T o Live On 



by MIKE ADAMS 

Contributing Writer 

The standard young actor’s 
dream is moving to Holly- 
wixxl, catching a big break and 
making it big. For one such 
young actor, diough, Holly- 
wood is coming to die Mid- 
west. 

Part of an upcoming Civil 
War film. To Live On centers 
around William Clarke 
Quantrill’s Confederate raid in 
Lawrence in 1863. Director 
Ang Lee is using Pattonsburg, 
Mo., an abandoned town about 
70 miles nordi of Kansas City 
as a stand-in for 19th century 
Lawrence. Lee scouted towns 
across the Midwest looking for 
a suitable locadon, and the 
announcement to use Pattons- 
burg has local actors audition- 
ing for extra roles. 

Avila senior Chris Holler 
already had a resume widi 
Wright/Laird Casling Agency, 
die kxial company in charge of 
hiring local talent to be used as 
extras. Wrighl/Laird would not 
take resumes from actors out- 

Are you interested in 
representing Avila as a 
Student Ambassador? 
If so, pick up an 
application in the 
Admissions office. 
Applications are Due 
Friday, May 1 . 



side dieir Finn. When he heard 
about To Live On, he called 
immediately to make sure diey 
still had his resume and to 
express his interest in getring a 
part. 

“The last big prcxJucdon 
around here was Kansas City," 
Holler said. “I saw a litde bit 
of the shoodng for diat. The 
process is so big and huge and 
tedious and expensive. It’s 
amazing to watch.” 

Holler wants to do more than 
watch the shoodng of To Live 
On. Aldiough he has not 
received any official word, he 
feels confident he will be cast 
as an extra for a batde scene 
to be filmed in June. 

Avila professor Ben Meade 
said he feels To Live On is 
more dian just a typical Holly- 
wixxl prixiuction. Meade said 
he diinks die film is exciting 
because of Lee. Bom in Tai- 
wan, Lee directed Sense and 
Sensibility and The Ice Storm. 
This prixlucdon, however, 
caused some talk about who 
has die right to make a paidc- 
ular film. 



Some Hollywood insiders 
feel a foreign-born filmmaker 
cannot understand die signifi- 
cance of die Civil War and 
should not be releasing his ver- 
sion of die war to die public. 
Meade, however, said he 
drinks Lee probably under- 
stands die Civil War better 
dian many Americans do. 

“Ang Lee isn’t shoodng diis 
dring in Hollywood,” Meade 
said. “Here’s an Asian director 
doing a period piece about 
Civil War America and he’s 
not building anything. Instead 
of shooting on some Holly- 
wtxxl soundstage, he’s actually 
going to diis town 90 miles 
away from where [Quantrill’s] 
raid actually happened. 

Shoodng began March 21, 
and is scheduled to condnuc 
dirough early July. Pattonsburg 
is only die first locadon in 
Missouri to be used; odiers 
will be announced later. The 
film stars Jeffrey Wright, Skeet 
Ulrich and pop singer Jewel in 
her film debut. The film will 
not likely be released in die- 



aters unril early 1999. 

Summer Loving 

Spring Formal ‘98 
April 13-18 

Adam’s Mark Hotel 8:00 p.m.- 1:00a.m. 

See the Office of Student Life 
for Schedule of Events and other details. 
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Player Enchanting in Medea 




by MARY NASH 

Contributing Writer 

Medea, written by Euripides 
and translated by Robinson Jef- 
fers, powerfully illustrated a 
furious woman’s passion. 
Sayra Player, who played 
Medea, portrayed emotions of 
revenge with grace and integri- 
ty- 

Player brought her audience 



into her drama and did not let 
go until the final scene ceased. 
Her amazing chemistry widi 
other cast members, combined 
will) her superb interpretation 
of Medea, allowed many of us, 
not so familiar with Greek 
tragedy, to understand and 
enjoy Medea better than if we 
reatl the play ourselves. 

Prior to die play’s opening, 
Medea used her powers of sor- 
cery to aide Jason in stealing 
the Golden Fleece from the ser- 
pent-guarded caves. Litter, she 
killed her own brother who was 
pursuing them. Eventually, 
Jason and Medea wed, and 
Medea gave birth to two sons. 

Several years later, Jason 
abandoned his family to marry 
llie young and beautiful daugh- 
ter of King Creon, Creusa. The 
play began at this point and 
took place in front of Medea’s 
home in Corinth. 

King Creon decided to exile 
Medea and her sons from 
Corinth, which increased 
Medea’s rage against Jason. 
Subsequently, Medea began 
plotting her revenge. 

In her meticulous scheme 
against Jason, she sent her sons 
to Creusa, bearing magical 
gills: a golden robe and crown. 
When Creusa wore the gifts, 
they turned into flames and 
bunted her flesh, and the King 
died trying to save his precious 
daughter from the ferocious 
heat. 

Nevertheless, the deaths of 
Creon and Creusa were not suf- 
ficient revenge. Jason was still 
a father. Medea’s ultimate act 
though it was a difficult deci- 
sion, ended in murdering their 



two sons. Jason was devastated. 
As Medea said to him, "you are 
left helpless, friendless, mate- 
less, childless, avoided by gods 
and men, unclean with awful 
excess of grief — childless.” 
Ravishing, charming, and 
interesting to watch on stage, 
Player’s tall slender figure and 
long black hair added to 
Medea’s eccentric look. 

Player proved herself a serious 
actor by inviting her 
audience into her 
role and capturing 
their interest will) her 
eloquent speech. Her 
voice was rhythmic 
and loud. She knew 
her character well 
and delivered her 
lines throughout the 
play with confidence. 

In addition, Player 
worked successfully 
will) die oilier cast 
members. When con- 
fronted by Christo- 
pher Holler, who 
played Jason, their 
chemistry sparkled 
and in turn, diey both 
delivered fine work. 

One scene, which 
demonstrated this 
attraction, was when 
Holler gently 

touched Player’ s 
shoulder. Player’s facial 
expressions, normally stem and 
intense, became soft and weary. 
Holler’s facial expressions soft- 
ened as well. Without words, 
Player aid Holler told die audi- 
ence dial perhaps somewhere 
deep widiin, love between die 
two still existed. 

Chemistry on stage widi odier 
cast members was not Player’s 
only talent. She could carry a 
scene in solitude, astonishing 
her audience. 

For example, Medea was dis- 
gusted at the mere thought that 
she aid Jason were once physi- 
cally united. She exhibited dns 
disgust by stepping gracefully 
to die right of die stage and 
looking up to die blue-gray sky. 
Shouting out her anguish aid 
frustration to die gods, she 
raised her arms above her head 
and her gown’s sleeves above 
her elbows. Next, widi intense 
dramadzation, she rubbed her 
haids across die flesh of her 
arms as if to de-skin her own 
bones. In such ways, Player 
conveyed Medea’s pain 
superbly. 

Player’s excepdonal aefing 
and exquisite interpretation of 
Medea contributed to die excel- 
lence of this produedon. The 
charisma between her and other 
cast members was electric. 
Enchandng us with her ele- 
gance, Player held our interest 
undl die last word was spoken. 
Her intense body language and 
facial expressions were capd- 
vadng, and she invited us to lis- 
ten closely, to watch carefully, 
and to understand Medea’s 
rage. 




photo by Brian Stuckey 




predicted by GINNY GOEBEI 



Staff Writer 



Aries < Mar 21- Apr 19) *** 

You’ll be stressing for a serious break and it will be worth die wait. A pal will need a confidence boost ! 
and you are just die person for die job. Once you get into the spring weadier you’ll be ready for adven- ' 
ture. 1 iine to take a trip, go lor a hike, make sure to enjoy die scenery. Couple: Whatever you do, plan it i 
outside and make it somediing new. Single: Go out of your way to say hi to dial cudc. They’ll be excit- j 
ed to sec you. 

Taurus (Apr 20- May 20) **** 

Bonding widi buds will be die best place to be tiiis month. You will get close widi an acquaintance and 
broaden your views. Gctdng to the gym will be a high priority. Your budget might not be willing, so try 
a jog through die park and die monkey bars on die playground. Couple: Work out together. It will keep 
| you modvated. Single: Lots of liotdes will be around but hold out for die right one. 

Gemini (May 21- Jun 21) 

j You are excited for a major challenge and one is on its way. Your social life will be wild and a weekend 
I outing will be die highlight of your month You will have your future on your mind but don’t get ahead 
of yourself. Couple: Your outside life will interfere and may cause problems. Stick with it and work diings J 
out. It’s worth it. Single: Your activities will present many possible matches. You can afford to be picky. 
Don’t setde for less dian you deserve. 

j Cancer (Jun 22- July 22) **** 

Your generosity is more Ilian anyone could imagine. Put it to use. Grades will be looking gieat this month 
Keep diem that way. The end ol die semester is near. Someone close to you will be moving out of die eir- : 
j cle. Let them know you will miss diem. Cure your spring fever by spending some money. Couple: Com- 
municate how you feel dirough a song or a note. Single: Someone new is hanging around; let diem know 
you are interested. 

Leo (July 2J-Aug*22) ***** 

Creativity is llowing all around you and you can’t wait to make some changes. You will not be able to 
settle down all mondi, so don’t. Your friends are the key to your dinlls. Slick wadi them even if their ideas 
are a little off. You are ready for excitement. You arc in die mood to look goal so start impressing every- 
one. Couple: You may feel some distance but you are actually closer dian ever before. Single: Someone 
special is finally in your sights. Make a move. 

I Virgo (Aug* 23 - Sept. 22) *** 

You arc over-committing yourself. Don’t get spread too thin. Hand some of your work to some friends; 
diey are willing to help. Time to bond widi your buds. You need die time away from work. You will ace 
a major lest and be high on life, but don’t forget die rest of the tests! Couple: Take some dine apart to be 
widi your friends. It will help your reladonship. Single: Slop holding back; time to start dining! 

Libra (Sept* 23 - Oct* 23)*** 

Your pockets are bare tiiis month so start brainstorming. Hanging out in the park or a tnadnec movie will 
have to be your style undl you have time to make some extra money. You may feel like being alone, but 
make plans and don’t stay home. You feel a little ded down at school but a litde planning will do won- j 
' ders. Couple: Try something daring together. Single: Your secret crush will still be unavailable but you 
j can still look. 

Scorpio (Oct* 24 - Nov. 22)**** 

You can’t seem to go wrong and you are full of energy. Nothing can bring you down this month, so when j 
buds are grouchy just let it go. Someone will do something sweet for you ami you won’t even know who ] 
it is. There are tons of parties dns month, but you are in die mood to hang at home. Couple: Plan an 
evening alone and make it a surprise. Single: A liotue will hang around but send mixed signals; just give 
diem dine. 



Sagittarius (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)***** 

You are all over the place and dicre is no stopping you. You are ready for some changes. Try to spice life 
up by redecoradng or trying a new hair style; you won’t be sorry. A friend will gel a new job and you 
might want to check it out. Couple: Stay at home and spend some quality dine together. Single: That hot- 
tie you had your eye on will surprise you. 

Capricorn (Dec* 22 - Jan* 20)**** 

Your spirits are high and nothing will keep you from having a good Ume. Spring has got you in die iihhkI 
to party and your friends have tons of plans. A bud will keep a secret from you ;uid you will be shocked 
to find out what it is. You will remember dial project at the last minute, but don’t not do it. Couple: Spend 
some dme outside and discover some new things about each odier. Single: The cude you've been talking 
to is worth every minute of it. 

Aouariui (Jan 21- Ffes 18) **** 

It’s dme to lay low; mellow is more your style this mondi. It is your turn to play cupid. Set up some of 
your friends and next dme they’ll owe you. Take that extra job this month so you have extra money to 
play widi. Couple: Go on a picnic and take a bike ride. Make use of die nice weadier. Single: A class- 
mate will catch your attenuon. Play it ccxil and diey will come around. 

Pikes <Feb 19- Mar 20) **** 

You are in die mixxl to party so go for it. Tons of advice will be coming your way but be careful of die 
advice you follow. Your best bud and you will disagree over litde diings but don’t blow them out of pro- 
portion. You’ll be wandng extra dough so work a litde overtime. Couple: Someone will test you Ixidi but 
a litde dme alone will mend it all. Single: Invite diat cutie to die upcoming bash. 
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Reflections from the Editor: 

Live and learn but do not forget 



l>y LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in-Chief 

bone cancer /Jjejffi 

should have jj 

about four i J-'Ty/ f_, < 
to live 

inontlis to live. As I sat 
listening to her tell me what 
she needed me to do while she 
was visiting them in 
Washington, her thoughts kept 
straying. “You know how it is. 
You just get numb. But then it 
hurts. You know how it is,” 
she kept telling tne. 

And I do, in a way. I know 
how horrible it is to lose 
anyone that you love, 
regardless of their age, or if 
you tire ready for it. But I 
don’t know how she feels, for 
1 have not had the same 
experiences and life will) my 
father as she had with hers. 

Avila has been living this 
simple truth out for almost a 
month now. When people first 
heard about die death of Ray 
Nastase, no one wanted to 
believe it. And when it was 
realized dial diere was no 
choice, people began to reflect 
on how important Ray was to 
diem and how much he meant. 
As people talked and .shared 
dieir stories, everyone learned 
a little bit more about Lite 
person dicy had so dearly 
loved. And while it is hard to 
believe dial anydiing good can 
come from such a sad event, 
diis learning was good. No 
matter how old someone is, no 
matter how well you loved or 
knew them, no one knows 
everything about diem. And 
dirough sharing special 
memories, thoughts and 
feelings everyone is able to 
understand die person diey 
liave been forced to live 
widiout, and hopefully, 
slowly, let go just a little bit. 



Letting go of grief is not 
easy, and it is not die same 
diing as letting go of your love 
and memories. Hold on to 
these treasured memories, 
because they are what will get 
you dirough umes like this. 

Let yourself hurt, cry, and be 
mad dial tliis has happened. 
Allow yourself to feel all die 
emotions diat come pouring 
out of your heart. They 
deserve it. 

But at some point, it is also 
important to begin to live 
again. At some point, make 
sure dial you are not reliving 
die pain but getting no 
comfort, no relief, from diis 
eardi-shattcring blow. It is not 
supposed to be easy or quick. 

It is gradual, hard and unique 
to every person. But you do 
need to have die inner strengdi 
to know when it is time to let 
go of die hurt, and to realize 
diat your loved one would not 
want you to be hurling like 
diis all die time. Sometimes, 
dial simple knowledge is what 
can get you dirough die day. 

And it is also important to 
realize that although you are 
working to deal widi the loss 
and making wonderful strides, 
die pain isn’t going to go away 
magically, and somedmes it 
will just hit you. 

Every Lime I sec a red mini- 
vtm I look to sec if my dad is 
driving, because dial is what 
he used to drive. 

And I used to gel really 
tuigry at myself for diis, which 
only made die pain worse and 
die tears fall faster. 

But dien 1 realized it’s O.K. 
to just break down sometimes, 
to cry when you need to, but 
dien to dry your eyes, wipe 
your nose, and go on. 

Don’t get angry at yourself 
for hurting, get angry at 
yourself for not letting go, just 
a litde bit, one day at a lime. 

That is all anyone can ask or 
expect, and that is what 
everyone we have lost and still 
mourn wants us to do. 



Tawas my responsibility to announce the 1997 Avila 
X LHomecoming King and Queen. Ray was so well known and 
liked by the students at the dance diat they knew he was the 
winner before I even had the chance to say his name. All I had to 
do was ask die students, “Who’s your daddy?” That night, as 
always, dieir response was Ray Nastase. 

Blake Fry 

Carondelct Hall Director and Coordinator of Campus Acdvitics 

K was time for RHA elecuons. Ray came up to die table and 
asked what diis was all about. As I told him, Ray said, “I can 
do diat.” He took a stack of ballots and went into the Dining 
Rixun to campaign for die RHA president position. After the 
elecuons (which he won by a large margin), I asked Ray if he 
accepted die position. He said, “What do I have to do? I told 
him diat we’d figure it out. He walked dirough die Quad (center 
of campus) telling everybody diat he was dieir president and king. 
Ray did an outstanding job with die RHA. He shared his 
audiority widi all the residents. Ray had a natural talent for 
gadiering people from the four comers of die world to come 
togedier for a cause. 



Barb Remsburg 
Ridgway Hall Director 
Student Life Office 



Opinions 



The Joke’s On Who? 

compiled by LAURA K. HARRIS 



Editor-in-Chief 

“I’m staying die heck out of that." Former president George Hush when asked to comment on recent 
events in Washington. 

“How can you write a history of the last 75 years and not talk, alioul AIDS?” Gay activist and 
playwright Larry Kramer, criticizing Time magazine's anniversary issue, which made no mention 
of lesbian and gay issues or AIDS. 

“This is the kindest cut of all.” The Humane Society's Wayne 1'acelle, commenting on Buddy, not the 
budget. Aides announced that the president's dog is being scheduled Jor neutering. 

“Nobody is packing their bags.” Rear Admiral Michael Mullen, whose U.S. battle group is 
stationed in the Persian Gulf. 

“I will never come back to France again. I’m going to tell my friends not to come either... And 1 am 
going to send back my Legion of Honor medal ” Robert De Niro, complaining to Le Monde after 
French investigators questioned him about a call-girl ring. 

“This may sound hollow... but 1 am sincere when I say diat I would give my life if it would bring back 
all those that died in die bombing.” Terry Nichols, in a letter to Judge Matsch asking not to be 
sentenced to life in prison for his role in the Oklahoma City bombing. 

“Because we did not see God’s message on Channel 18 tonight, my predictions of God arriving on 
March 3 1 can be considered nonsense.” Chen Heng-Ming, a religious leader, to his followers in 
Garlaml, Texas. 



More Thoughts. . . 

My Memory of Ray Nastase 

I would like to share widi you tui example of Ray's concerns and interest in odiers. As healdi nurse 
for die campus, Ray would come to healdi services if he wasn’t feeling well and needed a little help to 
figure out what his illness was and how to take care of it. 

After I Uxik care of him and got his mcdicadon, he would ALWAYS know of a friend or someone on 
his floor who wasn’t feeling well and needed medicine too. He’d say somediing like, “My buddy has a 
cold, can I get some cold medicine for him, or someone on my floor needs some diroat lozenges, can I 
get those also?” 

I told him diat I really needed to sec those students as I had seen him, just to make sure dial diere 
wasn’ t somediing else going on or a more serious health problem. He would give me diat disdnetive 
smile of his and say, “Oh, come on Nurse Carol, let me help diem out.” 1 told him diat once he had die 
ude “doctor" in front of his name, dien he could start diagnosing and prescribing, but until dien, I was 
in charge of doing dial for die campus. 

So, out of dial situation, I jokingly started calling him Doctor Ray as he confirmed to call me Nurse 
Carol. Our private greeting was our contact every time we saw each odier, no matter where we were on 
campus. 

Ray Nastase, what a special guy, someone I will always remember. 



Carol Frevert, RN 
Director of Health Services 



M y first memory of Ray was my first night at Avila when Ray came to my room to say hello. Ray 
was knocking on people’s doors just to introduce himself to everyone. He was very friendly and 
open. Just a few short days later Ray showed up in my Freshman Seminar class. When the professor 
asked us to put our desks in a circle Ray said he wanted to be the center of it all. Every day in class 
for the rest of the semester Ray sat in the middle of the circle and was die “center” of it all. He was a 
big part of the life on Avila’s campus and he will be missed gready. 

Julie Klutsarits 
Junior 



Do you have any opinions? Then you’re 
perfect for The Talon. Writers, editors, 
photographers and production staff are 
needed for the 1 998-99 school year. 

YOU CAN EVEN RECEIVE CREDIT 
FOR YOUR WORKtt! 

See Steve lliff in Dallavis Center for an 
application, or give him a call at ext. 2363. 
Applications are due April 27. 
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Letters To The Editor 



Dear Editor, 

I am still holding my breath 
till I get dial diploma. Twenty- 
one years ago diis fall, I 
started on my way to get a 
degree. If any student diere 
ever needs a word of 
encouragement to slick with it, 
have diem call me. Even 
diough it may take diem a 



little while longer dian they 
diink to graduate, lake it from 
someone who took 21 years to 
finish. It’s worth every late 
night, every weekend 
studying, and every long 
commute to get dial degree. I 
did it, diey can do it, only 
takes a commitment and 
perseverance. Funny diing. 



those are two of the things you 
need to do to be successful in 
life too. I mean it, if diey need 
to know it can be done, I am 
only a phone call away. 

Oh, yeah, I almost forgot. 
When I started college, I liad 
long hair, a nowhere job, was 
into drugs, and laying around. 

I had no idea what I had to 



offer to myself or others. My 
mom never gave up hope and 
always knew I would make it. 
She always said “You’re so 
close, you're so close,” even 
though I was 60f hours away. 
When I told her of the letter I 
had received from die registrar, 
she said “Let’s wail to 
celebrate. When you get dial 



diploma call me, dien son, it 
will be a very good day, a very 
good day indeed.” She’s right 
again, die day 1 receive my 
diploma will be a very, very 
good day! 



Sincerely, 
Robb Kraft 



Dear Editor, 

I would like to ask die 
faculty a question. Have 
students ever judged you 
ncgadvely for your activities 
outside of teaching? The 
answer is probably no. Why 
would we be judgmental on 
somediing so insignificant to 
your performance as college 
educators? So, why are Avila 
athletes being judged within 
the classroom for playing a 
sport? Does playing a sport 
significantly affect our 
performance as college 
students? In some cases, 
maybe, but in most cases die 
answer is no. Yes, adiletes 
may miss a couple of class 
meetings for a game, but so 
do teachers for conferences, 
meetings, and personal 
acdvitics. Should students not 
respect diose teachers for not 
making it to class? Should 
diey judge die teacher more 
harshly depending on die 



particular reason diey miss 
class? No, because students 
have faidi that dieir teachers 
will sti II complete dieir job to 
die best of dieir ability because 
diey are responsible adults. 
There arc some cxccpdons. 
Teachers come late to class, do 
not show up for class widioul 
any nodee, come unprepared, 
or condnuously give back 
papers, tests, and odicr 
assignments at dieir own 
discredon while students 
always liavc a deadline to 
meet. Of course, there are 
cxccpdons for student adiletes 
as well. My point is, arc 
teachers dial different from 
student adiletes? Can’t we bodi 
be responsible adults and yet 
hold outside aedvilies widioul 
affeedng our classroom 
performance? As a student 
adilcte, 1 hold a high GPA and 
sdll manage to work and play 
a college sport. I do my best to 
complete all of these aedvides 



to die best of my ability. 
However, sometimes aedvides 
overlap. As a responsible adult 
and student athlete, I notify 
whoever will be directly 
affected by tliis overlap. You 
see, I am being paid by Avila 
to be a student and an adilete. I 
tun responsible to my team as 
well as to my teachers. So, I 
tell my teachers at die 
beginning of die year when I 
will most likely miss class. If 1 
tun remembering correcdy, 
don’t most teachers tell 
students at die beginning of 
classes which days diey will 
not be able to leach class 
because of odier aedvides? So 
why are we judged so harshly 
for missing a class for a game? 
It’s die same as missing a class 
for a meeting or a conference. 
Okay, maybe we arc not 
judged harshly at first, unul die 
word ‘adilete’ or ‘game’ slips 
out of our moudis. All of die 
sudden, respect goes down the 



drain. We are not seen as 
students any more but as 
athletes only. And to many 
faculty members, adilete is 
coincided widi irresponsibility. 

Faculty, I have a few more 
quesdons for you. If you play 
golf, are you irresponsible? If 
you have a meeting, arc you 
irresponsible? Of course not. 
The definition of 
irresponsibility is lacking a 
sense of responsibility or 
reliability. You can still miss 
class and be responsible. It’s 
only when those activities 
affect your reliability widiin 
die classroom. Irresponsibility 
for a student athlete is not 
turning in assignments, not 
studying, missing class 
consistently widiout nodee, 
and lack of participation. 
Because we are adiletes docs 
not necessarily mean we will 
do these things. There are 
cxccpdons, but students who 



do not play a college sport can 
be irresponsible too. So, where 
did all diese faculty 
assumptions come from? 
Adiletes represent Avila 
College. We are die most 
visible people in school. We 
are die pride and joy of Sister 
Ann Dominick. We are proud 
to represent you, faculty, as 
well as the staff and odier 
students, in and out of die 
classroom and on and off die 
field. So, why dien can’t you 
give us the benefit of die doubt, 
give us a little slack, and just 
be PROUD of us? 

Sincerely, 

Katie Koeltker 
(Katie Koeltker is currently a 
senior at Avila College 
majoring in Psychology and 
minoring in Women’s Studies. 
She holds a 3.98 GPA, and 
starts on the Avila softball 
team.) 



The Talon mentioned 
Ray’s death. Auto 
accidents are the number 
one killer of young 
people. On 24 January 
1998, 1 lost my 26-year- 
old daughter to the 
second leading cause of 
death in young people- 
suicide. Jody Lichtor, the 
daughter of a former 
employer of mine, Dr. 
Joseph Lichtor, lost her 
mother to multiple 
sclerosis when she was a 
child. Her grandmother 
wrote this letter to her 
and she shared it with me 
to console me. I hope it 
will help you find solace 
too. Nancy Itatlinsky 

LISTEN WORIJ)- 
by Elise Robinson 

Yes, I know - it’s been a 
tragic blow. Chances are it 
has knocked die foundation 
from under your life, my dear. 
But you can stand it - if you 
will. 

You’ll build new' 
foundations if you put your 
heart into it. 

It won’t be easy. Life is 
never easy. Sooner or later 
diese crashing blows come to 
all of us. Perhaps it happened 
to that boy, the only one you 
had, who went out years 
before his time. Perhaps it 
was a cherished younger 
sister or daughter. Perhaps an 



idolized mother or father, 
husband or brodicr. 

Out of our very devotion we 
build the ghasdy tragedies that 
knock the props from under us 
and we diink that life has 
ended. 

But life hasn’t ended. For a 
time there will be no feeling at 
all. We will be as dead as those 
we losL But slowly - so slowly 
- feeling will come back and 
desire and ambition will wake 
within us, and we will go on. 
For life holds that tremendous 
power to recover itself, 
provided we help. 

But we must help. We can’t 
cherish our grief or dwell upon 
it and expect life to renew itself 
within us. We’ve got to be 
willing to live, for that’s the 
basic law of our existence. 

I don’t understand the 
mystery in that law but I have 
seen it operate in every human 
being. It starts operating long 
before we can diink it. A baby 
doesn’t diink about its growdi, 
yet it ages daily. A teenager 
has outgrown his summer suit 
before the shine has worn off 
diose you bought in the spring. 
And the grass is springing over 
die burnt miles of forest before 
die smoke has barely cleared. 

Life goes on and unless you 
are an idiot or a neurotic you 
must go with it. You must go 
on or your heart will bleed 
until the end of your days. You 
must go on though the zest has 
gone out of everything you do. 
You must go on if only 
because it’s the common lot. 

No lives are left untouched by 



grief or loss, fear or frustration. 
Always, usually when we least 
expect it, there falls a cruel 
lash of fate. But even if you 
have no other inspiration, the 
courage in the eyes you pass 
should inspire you. They, too, 
have known their hour of 
agony, yet they are carrying 
on. They, too, know lonely 
twilights and days when they 
feel that they cannot force 
themselves to work, and yet 
they manage somehow. 

Will the pain cease? Some 
prevaricators will tell you that 
it will. But the pain never 
ceases for those who have 
really loved. You take it with 
you - it becomes part of you. It 
is a souvenir of your great 
love. 

You can bear it, my dear. 

You can stand it. 

Write to me if things get loo 
hard and 1 will try to answer. 
For I’ve had to stand it, too, 
and my arm is around you. 

Thanks to all who 
contributed pictures, 
thoughts and 
memories about Ray 
Nastase. Please call 
The Talon at ext. 3253 
if your pictures were 
not returned. 
Thanks again. 

The Talon staff 
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Editorial Policy 

The Talon is produced by the students in Avila College’s 
journalism practicum classes and odier student contributors. 
Opinions expressed are those of die writer and do not necessarily 
reflect those of The Talon staff or the trustees, administration, 
faculty or staff of the college. 

The Talon encourages letters to the editor. Letters should be 
typed and must include writer’s signature, name, address and 
telephone number for verification. Letters etui be mailed to The 
Talon Editor, Avila College, 11901 Womall Rd„ Kansas City, 
Mo. 64145, or may be brought to The Talon mailbox in Dallavis 
Center. Letters may also be submitted via e-mail at 
Talon@mail.avila.edu or you may leave a message on voice mail 
at 942-8400, extension 3253. 

Please keep letters to 300 words or less. The Talon reserves die 
right to edit letters for reason of space, clarity or inappropriate 
language. The writer’s name will accompany all published letters. 






42 



The Talon, April 8, 1998 



Sports 



SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: 




by RYAN GLASGOW 

Staff Writer 

“Take 
your life 
day by 
day, and 
remember 
to thank 
God after 
each 

day,” is a philosophy taken by a 
familiar friend to many on 
Avila’s campus. Chris Ervin, 
a.k.a. “Bump”, is as popular as 
any big man on campus, but 
possesses a modesty unlike any 
other star baseball player you 
will meet. 

When he first began at Avila 
as a freshman, Ervin did not 
start on the varsity team. He 
felt as if he had the skills but 
lacked the confidence that was 
required to step up to the 
challenge. As he developed his 
skill, the second base superstar 
from Raytown, Mo., acquired 
the confidence that was needed 
for him to fill a starting 
position. He continued to work 



Baseball’s Man of Ihe Hour: Chris Ervin 



hard and better himself 
mentally, physically and 
spiritually while feeling that 
baseball helped him with life 
and vice versa. Ervin’s strong 
work ethic and strength through 
adversity have taught him when 
he needs to step up to 
challenges. 

Ervin’s work ethic paid off and 
allowed him the opportunity to 
travel to Europe over the 
summer of 1997 for two and a 
half weeks. In the 10 games he 
played, his batting average was 
over .400. The highlight of his 
trip was getting a hit in every 
game. Last season, Ervin hit 
seven home runs and was 
among the leaders in runs batted 
in and batting average. This 
year Ervin continues his 
consistent play, hitting over 
.400 with two home runs, and 
10 doubles in only 27 games. 
The doubles are particularly 
special to Bump because close 
friend Ray Nastase, who passed 
away recently, wore the number 
two, like Bump. Every time he 
gets a two-base hit, he thanks 



his friend. 

Outside of his individual 
accomplishments, Bump is a 
very team oriented player. He 
spoke continually on how the 
team played over spring break 
in Florida. The team faced the 
number one team in the country 
and lost by only one run. Bump 
went three for four in the game 
but focused more on the 
potential of the team than his 
own statistics. 

He feels strongly about family 
and friends and the support 
from those people is very 
important Bump spoke about 
his mother, Lydia Ervin, who is 
an alum of Avila, and father 
Gary Ervin, who makes a 
special effort to make it to every 
game of his senior season. “My 
mother is my proudest fan and 
biggest critic,” Bump said. She 
even goes as far to call him to 
tell him of the mistakes he made 
and suggest he do better. 

Along with family, his friends’ 
support gives Bump the comfort 
he needs to perform his best. 
He spoke of wanting to elevate 



his game for the people he cares 
about most. “He’s outstanding, 
has a good bead on his 
shoulders, and he’s a good guy 
that will do anything for anyone 
no matter what,” sophomore 
Therese Cox said. 

“He’s one of the coolest cats I 
have 
ever 

He's outstanding, 
has a good head on his shoulders, 
and he's a good guy 
that will do anything for anyone 
no matter what mel He 

-Therese Cox ls 

someone you can trust and 
depend on, and I’m glad I got a 
chance to have the opportunity 
to become close friends with 
Bump. I love him like a play 
cousin,” junior Terrell Tigner 
said. 

Although this is his last year of 
eligibility for baseball, Bump 
still has two semesters left 
before he gets his degree in 
business administration, with an 



emphasis in marketing. 
Presently he is a resident 
assistant, RHA adviser and a 
member of student senate. The 
role of leader comes naturally 
to Bump and he maintains it in 
a manner in which many people 
respect. “Bump is one of the 
all-around good guys. He’s 
always making sure that 
everything runs smooth, and 
that everyone has a 
smile on their 
face” sophomore 
Kari Donnell said. 

“Bump is a good 
friend, he is always 
there to make everyone laugh. 
I went to MACURH with him 
in the fall of 1997 and we had a 
great time. Things will not be 
the same when Bump won’t be 
here,” junior Mindy Corder 
said. 

Rare qualities are those of the 
well-tempered, soft-hearted 
cool guy. Those around him 
say it is his heart that stands out 
the most, and his enthusiasm 
and overall love for people is 
his greatest talent. 




Drugs a Problem 
)ns Avila Athletes? 



who the athlete was, what kind 
of drugs were used, and 
whether the incident occurred 
during the season or not “I 
think getting caught with an 
illegal drug deserves more 
punishment than Dies 
received,” Renfro said. Renfro 
also said she wasn’t aware of 
any rehabilitation services for 
athletes with drug problems on 
campus, but said she thought 
coaches would provide 
counseling for athletes. 

Carol Frevert, director of 
Health and Child Services, said 
rehabilitation services exist at 
Avila for both students and 
faculty. 

“There is a clinical counselor 
available in Student Health 
Services,” Frevert said. Frevert 
also said that serious cases are 
referred to Research 
Psychiatric Center. 



with Huber regarding the belief 
that drugs are not a problem 
among athletes on campus. 
Ryan Glasgow, a member of 
the men’s basketball team, said 
there is no problem with drugs, 
but he thinks there is a problem 
with alcohol. He also said that 
the punishment Manny Dies 
received from his coaching 
staff was appropriate because 
Dies will be punished further 
by the courts. 

Delaina Renfro, a member of 
the women’s basketball team, 
believes there is some drinking 
and marijuana use among 
athletes, but there is no major 
drug problem among athletes 
on campus. 

Renfro said that if an athlete 
on her team had a drug 
problem, she believes three 
factors would determine how 
the issue would be handled: 



by KEVIN BLACKMORE 



Contributing Writer 



The use of drugs by college 
students bas always been an 
issue of concern. The issue of 
college students being in the 
presence of drugs made recent 
headlines when a Kansas State 
basketball player was arrested 
after drugs were found in a 
vehicle in which he was a 
passenger. Although police 
determined the drugs belonged 
to the driver of the vehicle, the 
basketball player, Manny Dies, 
was criticized for showing bad 
judgment. 

Is it fair to hold one person 
accountable for what another 
person carries in their car? 
How serious an issue are drugs 
becoming on our college 
campuses? 

According to head basketball 
coach Jim Huber Jr., players 
have to be responsible for their 
actions. Huber also said he 
does not believe drugs are a 
problem among athletes at 
Avila College. If Huber 
discovered that one of his 
players had a drug problem, he 
would make it mandatory for 
the player to attend substance 
abuse classes and undergo 
counseling. 

Huber also said the player 
would be suspended for an 
unspecified number of games. 
Afterward, die player would be 
reinstated and given a second 
chance. “My job as a coach is 
to work with die athletes and 
teach diem a healthy way of 
life,” Huber said. 

For the most part, Avila 
College adiletes seem to agree 









Senior Janae Niblock completes a close call at the 
base. 

photo by Clay Ransom 



by KARI DONNELL 



seemed to be this year’s spring 
break theme as the team headed 
to Panama City for a week. 
They still could not escape the 
gloomy forecast as the rain and 
chilly air followed the group on 
their 21 hour bus journey. 
Many of the week’s events 
were curtailed, but die team did 
escape with two victories. 

“We learned a lot of what we 
needed to improve on from 
some of die top teams in the 
nation. Next year though, I 
want to fly,” Erika Gocckerilz 
said. 

The next home game will be 
on April 17 with Bellevue 
College, where the Eagles hope 
to excel with their solid defense 
and aggression at the plate. 



Staff Writer 



Not even Mother Nature can 
hold the Lady Eagles softball 
team back from a top region 
ranking. Even though several 
games have been canceled due 
to unseasonably cold days and 
extensive rain patterns, Avila’s 
record is strong enough for a 
number four region ranking 
out of five different 
conferences. 

College of St. Mary’s of 
Omaha sits above the rest at 
number one. The Eagles hope 
to improve on their already 
impressive 13-5 record as the 
year continues. 

Surf, sand, and softball 



The men's baseball team guards the field 
well. 
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